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Our next meeting is Thursday, August 15, 2024, early arrivals from 6:00 PM 
Collecting the U.S. coins of 1909, 115 years ago 


Collecting the U.S. Coins of 1909 
By Arno Safran 


Club Meeting Calendar for 2024 


Jan. 18 May 16 Sep. 19 
Feb. 15 June 20 Oct. 17 
Mar. 21 July 18 Nov. 21 
Apr. 18 Aug. 15 Dec. 19 


Grading Classic Head Large cents 
Try magnifying the page to at least 150% and 
Look at the hair on the obverse and leaves on the reverse. 
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The obverses of a 1909 BU year set (excluding gold) 
From left to right, the Indian Head cent, the Lincoln cent, 
The “V” nickel, atop, below, the Barber dime, quarter & Half-dollar 


If you were a mature citizen of the United States in 
1909, you would think that the nation had reached paradise. 
Theodore Roosevelt was finishing his second term as the most 
popular President since Lincoln and about to hand over his 
position on March 4th to his good friend, William Howard Taft, 
who defeated Democrat, William Jennings Bryan who failed 
for the third time to win the presidency over Republican 
candidates, William McKinley twice and Taft once. 


" By 1909, a number of inventions had begun to 
q | change the world; the most noticeable being the 
automobile replacing the horse and the airplane 
beginning to expand its ability in air travel 
along with the subway system which opened in 
Boston and more recently in New York City in 


1904. 
William Howard Taft 
An 1808 Classic Head large cent, S-208, R1, VF-25 As for our coinage system, that two was changing with 
First year of issue Augustus Saint-Gaudens magnificent $20.00 Gold double eagle 
As the reader go down, the curls on the obverse and the leaves on first released in 1907 and now, Victor David Brenner’s Lincoln 
the reverse appear to be slightly flatter. Regardless, cent commemorating Lincoln’s birth in 1909. 


all three Classic Head copper large cents are very attractive! (Continued on page 2, column 1) 
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(Continued from page 1, column 2) 


The reverses of a 1909 BU year set (excluding gold) 
From left to right, the Indian Head cent, the Lincoln cent, 
The “V” nickel, atop, below, the Barber dime, quarter & Half-dollar 


The U.S. coins struck in 1909 are quite fascinating and while collecting 
all the gold coins would become very expensive, the author was able to 
find one that turned out to be a great purchase at the time. 


A 1909 Indian Head cent graded MS-64 Red-Brown by NGC 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen or up to 150% to view details.] 


In 1909, there were a short run of transitional dates when it 
came to the cent domination. For beginning collectors, a transitional 
date represents two coins of the same date displaying different design 
types. The two major 1909 ones were the outgoing Indian Head cent 
originally created by James Barton Longacre who fashioned the first 
Indian head cent away back in 1859 although he had passed away in 
1869 long before the incoming Lincoln cent appeared on the scene. 


Up until 1908, our cents were only struck at the Philadelphia 
Mint but in 1908, the Indian Head cent was struck at both the 
Philadelphia and San Francisco mints and once again in 1909. In both 
instances, the San Francisco output of Indian Head cents were 
extremely small in comparison to the Philadelphia Mint’s and are far 
more expensive as a result, the 1909-S, especially so. For those seeking 
to full a date set of uncirculated coins for 1909, the author recommends 
the Philadelphia Mint issue of the Indian Head cent because the retail 
price for one graded MS-64 Red-Brown is currently $215.00 with 
recent auction realized specimens selling for almost half that price. The 
author acquired the coin shown above away back in August, 1991 for 
just $23.00. How things have changed! 


A 1909 Lincoln VDB cent graded MS-65 Red by NGC 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen or up to 150% to view details.] 


The attractive example of the 1909 VDB Lincoln cent type 
citified MS-65 Red shown on the bottom of column one is not as costly 
as a 1909-S version would be due to its far higher mintage but in the 
grade shown and the coin’s quality of color, it is worth $225 retail in 
today’s numismatic market. That said, at recent auctions, the coin in 
that grade has sold for far less, ranging from the $150’s to the $160s 
with one exception, a specimen that sold at a Heritage auction for $222 
as recently as July 23, 2024 as this is being written. The author found it 
on line and didn’t think the coin was any more attractive than those 
selling for $150 to $160 at previous auctions. 


The author acquired the coin shown in the lower portion of 
column one from Dave Wilson, a first-rate dealer away back in 1987. 
It cost him only $14. Wow! However, back then, the numismatic 
marketplace made no distinction regarding the color hues of copper 
cents, only its grading quality. The Philadelphia Mint struck 
27,995,000 compared with just 484,000 struck at the San Francisco 
Mint where an MS-65 Red specimen is currently listed at $8,000 
with some recent auction specimens selling for as high as $13,000. 


A 1909 Lincoln cent without VDB on the reverse 
Graded MS-64 Red-Brown by NGC 

For some reason there developed a hullabaloo over the 
engraver’s large VDB letters on the reverse indicating Victor David 
Brenner made the new coin, so Charles Barber--who was the Mint 
director at the time—presumably ordered the initials be removed on the 
72,702,618 million 1909 Lincoln cents that followed. The writer had to 
pay only $12 for the specimen show directly above back in 1984 when 
he acquired the coin during his very early years as a coin collector. 
Today an MS-64 Red Brown 1909 Lincoln cent without Victor 
Brenner’s initials retails for $55.00. 


The three uncirculated cents of 1909 merged 
From Left to right: the Indian Head cent and 
Lincoln VDB & no VDB cents 


Two aspects of coin collecting are happening with this 
article! The first is to take advantage of the triple transitional dates 
regarding the cents of 1909 since the author prefers to start an article 
with the lowest coin denomination when he chooses a year date. The 
second is to continue the information regarding the quality, value and 
importance of each coin denomination and the third is the completion 
of a specific coinage year set. Completion is the joy any hobby that 
depicts parts. 

In 1909, a cent had the purchasing power of 35 cents. 


(Continued on page 3, column 1) 


-3- 


Vol. 24, No. 8 The Augusta, GA Coin Club Monthly Newsletter August, 2024 


Collecting the U.S. Coins of 1909 


(Continued from page 2, column 2) 


: A 1909 Barber Liberty Head quarter graded MS-63 by PCGS 
A 1909 Liberty Head “V” nickel graded MS-65 by PCGS [Enlarge page to fill monitor screen or up to 150% to view details.] 


[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen or up to 150% to view details.] If & collectat Ga % auddle class budget wishes to 


By 1909, the Liberty Head “V” nickel was in its 27" acquire a date set from United States coinage from the past the 
year. It was still being struck only at the Philadelphia Mint and way to glory is choosing a date range from AUO0-58 thru MS-64 


had a mintage of 11,585,763; quite lower than the dates depending on the mintage that still exists. In most cases the 
surrounding it but not considered a scarce date as it is priced Philadelphia Mint issues contained the largest numbers of 
only slightly higher. If the reader takes the trouble to magnify leftovers to allow the collector to acquire coins grading from 
the page to 200%, you will see that the coin is fairly well struck AU-58 thru MS-63, even MS-64 in some cases. The best way to 
with no digs, cuts or marks on the spaces and considerably achieve this is to attend major coin shows, check the current 
attractive as a coin. Charles Barber may have been criticized as inventories with local coin dealers and go on line to see what 
being too old fashioned an engraver, yet all four of the coins he dealers have in stock within one’s grades of choice. 


created for circulation remain to this day both attractive as a 
design type--if of the past--and were highly functional for its 
generation. 


The 1909 Barber Liberty Head quarter shown above 
was acquired by the collector at the FUN show held in Orlando, 
Florida in January, 2016, the same year as he acquired the 

Today, a 1909 Liberty nickel certified MS-65 retails Barber dime shown on column one. The price paid was $350 
for $575.00 according o PCGS’ COINFACTS. The author just $25 less the current retail cost but in today’s market, the 


acquired the coin shown above close to that back in January, cost is moderate and affordable. Enlarged to 200%, the coin still 
2016 at the annual FUN Show which completed the date set. looks splendid with virtually no distracting features. 
In 1909, a Scent nickel had the purchasing power of $1.73. In 1909, a quarter had the purchasing power of $8.64. 


PCGS AU58 


28060 | 


A 1909 Barber Liberty Head dime graded MS-64 by PCGS 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen or up to 150% to view details.] 


The 1909 Barber dime shown above is a little gem of aj 
coin. Magnified up to 200%, it still appeasers gorgeous with no |#} 
distractions. Only when magnified to 500% does one pick up a 
little mark above and to the left of the number 1 in the date. 
Otherwise it probably would have been certified MS-65. 


Unlike the nickels--which in 1909--were still being 
struck only at the Philadelphia Mint, our silver coinage 
continued to be produced at all four U.S. Mints with the 
Philadelphia, the most with 10,240,000 Barber Liberty Head} 
dimes followed by the New Orleans Mint with 2,287,000 
coined, the San Francisco Mint with 1,000,000 and the Denver 
Mint with just 954,000 which began to produce coinage in 1906. 


A 1909 Barber Half-dollar graded AU-58 by PCGS, 
CAC stickered 


Displaying the attractive Barber Half-dollar in a PCGS CAC stickered 

It should be noted that 1909 would be the final year of holder discloses to the viewer the high quality of this coin despite not 

the New Orleans mint. During its heyday, there were some years being uncirculated. The author obtained the coin on-line from “Eye 
when the New Orleans Mint occasionally surpassed the Appealing Coins” a reliable numismatic dealership out of Ohio that 
Philadelphia Mint in striking a particular date, but that period sells U.S. obsolete coins of quality regardless of the grade. The green 
had long past. The author acquired the 1909 Barber dime at the label on the right under the grade signifies the accuracy of PCGS’s 
South Carolina Numismatic Association annual show back in grading staff and possibly at the highest level of an AU-58. The coin 


poe : ; cost $570 at the time but still well below the current retail figure of 
2015. The coin is a common date and retails for $350 certified $1,050 according to COINFACTS with recent auction prices ranging 


MS-64. : . from the $600s to the $900s. $17.30 was the purchasing power in 1909. 
In 1909, a dime had the purchasing power of $3.45. (Continued on page 4, column 1) 
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A Year Set of 1909 U.S. coinage (excluding gold) 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen or up to 150% to view details.] 


Another 1909 Beauty 


A 1909-S Saint-Gaudens $20.00 Double Eagle graded AU-58 by NGC 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen or up to 150% to view details.] 
In 1900, a pound of Gold was averaging $280. Around 
2005 gold began to rise steadily again and by 2007 gold was 
valued at around $700. In November of that year while 
attending the Baltimore coin show the author acquired a 1909-S 
$20.00 Saint Gaudens gold double eagle for $860. 


In 1909, the San Francisco Mint struck 2,774,925 
compared with only 161,282 at the Philadelphia Mint with just 
52,500 at the Denver Mint, so the 1909-S is an extremely 
common date. Today, due to the recent rising in gold, not once 
but at least twice since 2009, a 1909-S certified AU-58 is 
currently retailing for $2,750 a cording to PCGS COINFACTS 
website. If the writer sold the coin to a dealer, he would pay 
around $500 to $750 less, still a profit to the author considering 
how little the coin cost him back in 2007. 

In 1909, a Saint-Gaudens $20.00 gold double eagle 
cost $20.00 but the purchasing power of goods was $35.40. 


A fascinating 1909 pair 


AUGUSTA COIN CLUB, INC. 
MINUTES OF MEETING 
July 18, 2024 


The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Sunrise Grill by President, Shelby Plooster. 
We had 41 members present. 


The Secretary's Report: 
The June 20, 2024 minutes were not read. A 
copy is kept on file. 


The Treasurer's Report: 

The Treasurer's Report was sent by email by 
Stacey Plooster. We have $17,899.57 deposited in 
the club’s checking account. 


The Prize Winners: 

Bob Cunningham and Anna Nancia each won 
a 1 oz. Silver Eagle. Winner of the 50/50 raffle for 
$50.00 was John Attaway. 

Report on the Spring Coin Show 

The event was held at the Columbia County 
Exhibition Center located at the Grovetown Walmart 
at Exit 190. (Saturday) 2024 by Steve Nix - Bourse 
Chairman back on May 17, (Friday) and Saturday, 
May 18. Steve reported 70 tables were sold. 

Mr. Sammy Lucky provided our post cards that were 
to be mailed to the club members and precious 
attendees. Thank you, Mr. Lucky! The attendance 
was good and most of the dealers enjoyed doing the 
show. 

As we usually do soon after a successful 
show we hold a special dinner meeting. Our first Vice 
President, Burles Johnson, our perennial club chef, 
prepared the members another fine Barbecue Dinner 
which everyone enjoyed. Thank you, Burles! 


(The ACC Minutes continue on page 5, column 1) 
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MINUTES OF the July 18, 2024 Meeting Kindly patronize our Advertisers 
(Continued from the previous page) — 
Our Most recent Augusta Coin Club Medallion egal a 
Glein’s Kare Coins \iJ 


3830 Washington Rd., Ste. 32 Martinez, GA 30907 
Buying & Selling U.S. Coins, Currency & Confederate 
- ALL GOLD & SILVER BULLION - 
(Eagles, K-Rands, Maple Leafs & Pandas) 
COIN APPRAISALS 
STEVE DAMRON 
Ph: (706) 755-2249 
Fax: (706) 755-2461 
Tue-Fri 10:30 AM - 4:00 PM 


LIFE MEMBER Sat. 9:30 AM - 1:00 PM 


Respectful, Friendly & Courteous Service 


The 2023 Augusta Coin Club Medallion struck in Antique Bronze 2 —— Augusta Coin Exchange 
The winning choice of our 2023 Augusta Medallion al es eee & 
was the Old First Baptist Church (1902). It was 
struck in copper, antique bronze and silver wash. Poe Tan-aeM  7OSeN papel oceans 
The new medallions are sold at $15.00 acy ies pe i roe 


Dealer LIC # 40829 Buying and Selling Martinez, GA 30907 


apiece and have has been produced since 2005 but 
at the May, 2024 meeting the club decided to reduce 
the price of the medallions that hadn’t sold which our 
2™ Vice President, Tommy Rhoden conducted that 
turned out to be a huge success. 


Old Business: 

Red books (2025) are on sale for $10.00 for 
wire bound and $12.00 for hard copies. There are 
only 3 left. 

Please leave a tip for drinks at the Sunrise Grill. 
Program presenters will qualify for a drawing for a 
one-tenth Gold Eagle in December. 


Coin Shows 
Atlanta Monthly Show August 15, 2024 
Marietta, Ga 
Ladson Coin Show July 28-30, 2024 
Ladson, Sc NOW OPEN @ 117 WEST SIXTH STREET 
Blue Ridge Show August 3-5, 2024 WAYNESBORO, GEORGIA 30830 
Dalton Ga MONDAY THRU FRIDAY---10AM TO 5PM 

, BUYING AND SELLING US COINS AND BULLION 
Central Alabama Coin Show — July 19-21, 2024 WILL BUY SINGLE COINS OR COIN COLLECTIONS 
Bessemer, Ala FACEBOOK.COM/FLEETWOODCOINS 

PHONE-—-706-551-5115 


Our Monthly Club Coin Auction 

Burles Johnson ran the auction (10 lots). 
William Tucker and Everett Price delivered the goods 
as the auction was carried on; thus speeding up the 


sales. The Bids recorder was Tommy Rhoden. Sie sar a 
Respectively Submitted, -N Phone 800-888-1861 


customerservice@anacs.com 


jotn Thomas Attaway ANACS, 


AMERICA'S OLDEST GRADING SERVICE™ P.O. Box 6000 


Englewood, Colorado 80155 
www.anacs.com 


